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Predictions and Allusions to the Suffering and 
Resurrection of Jesus in the Gospels 

 
Here are the occasions in the gospels when Christ predicted his suffering and/or resurrection. 
 
1.  Sign given at first cleansing of the Temple 
18 The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You show us [g]as your authority for doing these 
things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this [h]temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this [i]temple, and will You raise it up 
in three days?” 21 But He was speaking of the [j]temple of His body. 22 So when He was raised 
from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and 
the word which Jesus had spoken.  (John 2:18-22) 
 
2.  Conversation with Nicodemus 
14 As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up; 15 so that whoever [d]believes will in Him have eternal life.  (John 3:14-15) 
 
3.  Request for a sign refused, except for the sign of Jonah 
“Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Him, saying, ‘Teacher, we want to see a sign 
from You.’  But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation craves for a 
sign; and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the belly of the Sea Monster, so shall the Son of man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.’” (Matt. 12:38-40) 
 
4.  Near Caesarea Philippi, after Peter identifies Jesus as the Christ  
“From that time Jesus Christ began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up 
on the third day”  (Matt. 16:21; Mark 8:31; Luke 9:22) 
 
5.  Command to keep the Transfiguration secret  
“Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the dead” (Matt. 17:9; Mark 9:9-
10) 
 
6.  Traveling through Galilee after Transfiguration and healing the boy at the base of the 
mountain 
“And from there they went out and began to go through Galilee, and He was unwilling for 
anyone to know about it.  For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, ‘The Son of Man is 
to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He 
will rise three days later.’” (Mark 9:30-32; Matt. 17:22-23; Luke 9:44-45) 
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7.  Teaching about the coming division 
“But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished!” (Luke 
12:50) 
 
8.  Lament over Jerusalem who kills the prophets 
31 Just at that time some Pharisees approached, saying to Him, “Go away, leave here, for Herod 
wants to kill You.” 32 And He said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and 
perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I [g]reach My goal.’33 Nevertheless I must 
journey on today and tomorrow and the next day; for it cannot be that a prophet would perish 
outside of Jerusalem.34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you would not have it! 35 Behold, your house is left to you desolate; 
and I say to you, you will not see Me until the time comes when you say, ‘BLESSED IS HE WHO 

COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!’”  (Luke 13:31-35) 
 
9.  Teaching regarding the Son of Man’s Coming  
24 For just like the lightning, when it flashes out of one part [p]of the sky, shines to the other 
part [q]of the sky, so will the Son of Man be in His day. 25 But first He must suffer many things 
and be rejected by this generation.  (Luke 17:24-25) 
 
10.  Teaching while on the Final Journey to Jerusalem 
“And He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all 
things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished.  For 
He will be delivered to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, and 
after they have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He will rise again.” (Luke 
18:31-34; Matt. 20:17-19 [specifically mentions crucifixion]; Mark 10:32-34) 
 
11.  Warning against ambitious pride of James and John 
37 They said to Him, “[n]Grant that we may sit, one on Your right and one on Your left, in Your 
glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 They said 
to Him, “We are able.”  (Mark 10:35-40; Matt. 20:20-23) 
 
12.  Teaching the Crowds during the Final week 
 23 And Jesus *answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 He who loves his [h]life loses it, and he 
who hates his [i]life in this world will keep it to life eternal.  … 32 And I, if I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men to Myself.” 33 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by 
which He was to die. 34 The crowd then answered Him, “We have heard out of the Law 
that [l]the Christ is to remain forever; and how can You say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? 
Who is this Son of Man?”  (John 12:23-34) 
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13.  Parable in the temple of the Vineyard owner and the wretched vine-growers 
And He began to speak to them in parables: “A man PLANTED A VINEYARD AND PUT A [a]

WALL AROUND 

IT, AND DUG A VAT UNDER THE WINE PRESS AND BUILT A TOWER, and rented it out to [b]vine-growers and 
went on a journey. 2 At the harvest time he sent a slave to the vine-growers, in order to 
receive some of the produce of the vineyard from the vine-growers.3 They took him, and beat 
him and sent him away empty-handed.4 Again he sent them another slave, and they wounded 
him in the head, and treated him shamefully. 5 And he sent another, and that one they killed; 
and so with many others, beating some and killing others. 6 He had one more to send, a beloved 
son; he sent him last of all to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those vine-growers 
said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be 
ours!’ 8 They took him, and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 What will 
the [c]owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the vine-growers, and will give the 
vineyard to others. 10 Have you not even read this Scripture: 
‘THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, 
THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone; 
11 THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE LORD, 
AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES’?” 
12 And they were seeking to seize Him, and yet they feared the [d]people, for they understood 
that He spoke the parable against them. And so they left Him and went away.  (Mark 12:1-12; 
Matt. 21:33-46; Luke 20:9-19) 
 
14.  Identifying the betrayer in the upper room 
“But behold, the hand of the one betraying Me is with Me on the table.  For indeed, the Son of 
man is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” (Luke 
22:21-22; Matt. 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21; John 13:21-30) 
 
15.  Other allusions during the Upper Room Discourse 
33 Little children, I am with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, 
now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’  (John 13:33) 
 
19 [c]After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you 
will live also.  (John 14:19) 
 
28 You heard that I said to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved Me, you would 
have rejoiced because I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.   (John 14:28) 
 
30 I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing 
in Me;  (John 14:30) 
 
18 “If the world hates you, [e]you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of 
the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you 
out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you, 
‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if 
they kept My word, they will keep yours also.  (John 15:18-20) 
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16 “A little while, and you will no longer see Me; and again a little while, and you will see 
Me.” 17 Some of His disciples then said to one another, “What is this thing He is telling us, ‘A 
little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me’; 
and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What is this that He says, ‘A little 
while’? We do not know what He is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that they wished to question 
Him, and He said to them, “Are you deliberating together about this, that I said, ‘A little while, 
and you will not see Me, and again a little while, and you will see Me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will grieve, but your grief will 
be turned into joy. 21 Whenever a woman is in labor she has [d]pain, because her hour has come; 
but when she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy 
that a [e]child has been born into the world.22 Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see 
you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.  (John 
16:16-22) 
 
32 Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his 
own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.  
(John 16:32) 
 
16.  Exiting the Upper Room to the Mount of Olives, predicting Peter’s three denials 
“Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, ‘I will 
strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’  But after I have been 
raised, I will go before you to Galilee.  (Matt. 26:31-32; Mark 14:27-28) 
 
17.  Misquoted by the false witnesses at his trial before the Sanhedrin 
“We heard Him say, I will destroy this temple made with hands, and in three days I will build 
another made without hands.” (Mark 14:58) 
 
18.  Quoted by Chief Priests and Pharisees after his burial 
“Now on the next day, which is the one after the preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered together with Pilate, and said, ‘Sir, we remember that when He was still 
alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again.’” (Matt. 27:62-63) 
 
19.  Quoted by the Angels at the empty tomb 
6 He is not here, but He has [a]risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in 
Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day rise again.”  (Luke 24:6-7) 
 
20.  On the Road to Emmaus 
25 And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the [f]Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His 
glory?” 27 Then beginning [g]with Moses and [h]with all the prophets, He explained to them the 
things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.  (Luke 24:25-27) 
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21.  Just Prior to His Ascension 
44 Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.”45 Then He opened their [p]minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and 
He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the [q]Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead 
the third day,   (Luke 24:44-46) 
 
 

Updated 4/15/17 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26037p
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26038q

